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nationalities, including those made stateless by changing frontiers. 
The Vatican Migration Bureau, which later changed its name to th 
International Catholic Migration Commission, was enmeshed in 
helping refugees in every possible way, advising people on job oppor- 
tunities, giving out food and clothing and helping refugees obtain” 
travel papers. In a few cases the Vatican gave out travel documents of 
limited duration to enable certain refugees to leave for another 
country, but most of these were isolated mercy gestures. Since 
Vatican priests observed a policy of never checking out a refugee’s. 
political beliefs, many refugees were people who favored the Axis asi 
well as the Allies. Ironically, while the Vatican may have been aiding 
ex-Nazis, a large number of Jews were also being helped. Ex-Nazis 
and Jewish travelers spent the night in a small inn near Merano in 
Italy’s mountainous north region, unaware of each other’s presence, 
The Nazis were housed on the ground floor and were warned to staj 
inside; the Jews were hidden on the upper floor and were similarly 
briefed to remain indoors. Stangl spent a night at this inn before he 
went to South America. i 

No doubt the most prominent ex-Nazi who made his getaway with 
the help of ODESSA and through the Vatican was Martin Bormann 
easily the biggest Third Reich fish still at large today. Bormann ha 
become a fairly good friend of Pope Pius XII when Pius was the pap 
nuncio in Germany for 12 years, and this may have played a role ii 
the way the Vatican treated his case after the war. In May 194 
Bormann, dressed in the garb of a Jesuit priest, sported Vatica 
papers to show he was a stateless person (they carried the offici 
number 073.909 with Pope Pius’s signature). Strangely enough, 
one dressed as a Jesuit, Bormann’s papers showed him to have bee 
born in Poland with the name of Eliezer Goldstein, a name usual 
thought of as Jewish. It got him to Brazil, nonetheless. It also got fin 
of his children away from Europe later on, in 1950, after they we 
housed for several days in the Pallottine Order’s monastery in Rom 
Carrying American passports in false names that were arranged | 
the Catholic Church, the Bormann children left for South Amerie 

During his services as Hitler’s secretary, Bormann became one 
the most powerful men in Berlin. Exercising considerable influen 
over Hitler, he was a guiding force in the persecution of Jews and 
exploitation of slave labor. On May 2, 1945, he left the bunker wh 
Hitler had committed suicide and tried to escape. Fellow fugitit 
later reported that he had died when a German tank blew up near hi 
after being hit by a Soviet shell. But the Nuremberg War Cri 
Tribunal found the evidence of his death ‘not conclusive’ 
convicted him in absentia of war crimes and crimes against human 
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